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PREFACE. 


I  W  A  S  not  initiated  in  the  Science  of  Animal 
Eledricity  and  Magnetifm,  until  I  was  introduced 
to  the  Auguftin  Convent  at  Paris,  where  the  cele- 
brated Father  Harvier,  attended  daily  a  great  num- 
ber of  patients,  of  every  rank  and  degree,  gratis, 
I  was  inftantly  flruckwith  aftonifliment  by  theMag- 
netical  Somnambulifm,  which  I  faw  conftantly  per- 
forming before  crouds  of  the  moft  refpedable  and 
dignified  clergy,  who  affembled  every  day.  all  of 
whom  were  thoroughly  convinced  that  the  art  was 
pra£lifed  by  men  of  integrity,  without  any  deceit. 
I  was  foon  after  prefented  to  the  famous  and  learned 
Marquis  de  Puyfegur,  and  to  feveral  other  noble- 
men, diftinguiflied  in  the  literary  world  ;  who  took 
delight  in  fhewing  thofe  phenomena  to  their  friends. 
Scarcely  had  I  acquired  a  knowledge  of  the  fcience, 
before  I  put  one  perfon  in  a  ftate  of  Somnambulilm, 
which  made  me  exult  on  the  fuccefs,  as  my  tutors 
in  the  fcience  were  prefent,  viz.  General  Meziere, 
Chevalier  Juftamond,  who  encouraged  me  to  perte- 
vere.  I  na  little  time  I  produced  numbers,  who  in  that 
ftate  anfvvered  my  queftions  ;  found  out  the  difeafes 
of  the  people  prefent,  and  prefcribed  infallible  cures 
for  them  ;  they  are  called  Malade  Medecin,  con- 
cerning whom  I  fliall  fpeak  at  large,  in  my  Treatife 
upon  the  Do6f  rine  of  Somnambulifm. 

A  2  That 
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That  it  is  prafticable  to  put  certain  perfons  into 
this  ftate,  need  be  no  longer  doubted;  without  touch- 
ing or  giving  them  any  previous  operation.  It'  is  a 
matter  Tlrange  to  perfons  unacquainted  with  the  fci- 
ence,  but  that  will  vanifli  when  the  mind  receives 
inftru£tion  and  becomes  famihar  with  it  ;  in  order 
to  the  attaitiment/pf  -vXrhich,  '  !  invite  all  perfons  of 
every  fex,  rank  anJ  degree,  to  come,  fee,  and  judge 
for  themfelves.  I  (hall  foon  pubhih  one  Number  on 
Theory,  and  another  on  the  Pradlce. 


A  N 


ESSAY 


ON  THE  PROBABILITIES  OF 


Eleiflrlcal  and  Magnetical  Somnambulcs, 


o  n 


SLEEP-WALKERS. 


Of  all  the  novelties  which  are  created  by  Animal 
Eleiftricity  and  Magnetifm,  Somnambulifm  is,  doubtlefs, 
the  moft  interefting. 

By  Somnambulifm  is  meant  that  peculiar  ftate  when  the 
fenfes  are  fufpended  between  fleeping  and  waking  ;  partak- 
ing of  both,  and  is  alfo  produdive  of  many  phoenomena, 
which  each  are  ftrangers  to. 

The  patient  being  reduced  to  a  ftate  of  Somnambulifm, 
without  touching  him,  is  deaf  to  all  that  is  near  him: 
Motionlefs  amidil  the  greateft  motions  ;  he  feems  feparated 
from  nature,  as  if  it  were,  to  communicate  only  with 
the  perfon  who  put  him  into  that  ftate. 

The  latter,  owing  to  Magnetifation  alone,  has  an  inti- 
mate analogy  with  the  patient  ;  by  the  means  of  a  kind  of 
an  invifible  leaver,  he  caufes  him  to  move  at  his  pleafure ; 
and  fuch  is  th,e  power  of  his  influence,  that  he  not  only 
makes  himfelf  underftood  by  fpeaking  and  figns,  but  even 
by  the  very  thought  itfelf ;  and  what  is  ftill  more  extraor- 
dinary, the  Magnetifer  can,  by  a  fingle  contrad,  commu- 
nicate 
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nicate  Ins  faculty  to  other  people  ;  and  from  that  moment 
there  is  a  conftant  communication  between  the  Somnambulc 
and  his  new  dirccHior. 

^fhe  patient  being  put  into  a  ftate  of  Somnambulifm,  there 
is  in  him  a  want  of  organization,  which  breaks  the  equili- 
brium of  his  fenfes  ;  fo  that  fome  experience  an  extreme 
degradation,  whilll  others  acquire  a  prodigious  degree  of 
fubtlety. 

Thus,  fome  have  their  hearing  entirely  loft  or  weakened, 
and  their  fight  becomes  prodigiou/ly  penetrating.  In  others, 
the  privation,  both  of  fight  and  hearing,  are  amply  com- 
penfatcd  by  an  incredible  delicacy  both  of  feeling  and 
taile. 

And  in  many,  a  fixth  fenfe  appears  to  declare  itfelf  byan 
exti'cme  extent  of  the  intellectual  faculty,  far  fuperior  to  the 
common  altitude  of  the  human  mind. 

In  a  word,  the  phcenomena,  attending  on  the  flate  of 
Somnambulifm,  daily  offer  new  fubjefts  of  aftonifliment, 
even  to  thofe  who  ought  to  be  more  familiar  with  them. 

It  remains  to  confider,  whether  thofe  pretended  phceno- 
mena are  fuch  as  is  propagated  j  or,  whether  on  the 
contrary,  they  are  nothing  elfe  but  illufions,  kept  up  by  the 
impofition  of  fome  ill  defigned  perfons  and  the  credulity  of 
others. 

For  it  is  well  known  that  the  human  mind,  naturally  bent 
towards  every  thing  marvellous,  eagerly  feizes  on  whatever 
is  flattering  to  the  tafte  ;  and  there  are  exalted  geniulTes  to 
be  found  that  employ  both  their  head  and  talents  to  realize 
mere  chimera!?. 

Among  the  perfons  who  have  been  witneffes  to  the  fingu- 
larities  attending  on  Somnambulifm,  fome  fhruck  with  afto- 
nifhmcnt  and  admiration,"  have  given  full  credit  to  its  influ- 
ence, and  look  on  it  as  an  irrefiltible  proof  of  Animal 
lllcclrlcity  iin.ii  Magnetifm. 

Others,  though  convinced  of  the  reality  of  its  phcenomena, 
are  yet  incredulous  with  regard  to  the  caufe  which  produced 
them.  They  hatl  rather  fuppofe  in  this  ailair  fome  fecret 
fpring  productive  of  illufions  •,  and,  though  incapable  of 
comprehending  thofe  means  of  intelligence,  they  have, 
neverthelefs,  fuppofed  their  cxiftcnce ;  alledging,  for  exam- 
ple, thof^  cunning  tricks  wiiich  a  fubtle  philofopher  *  made 
ufe  toaftonini  ail  Paris  and  London  during  many  years. 

A* 

♦  (Jaumus  and  Piiietty. 
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As  to  the  Phyficians,  moft  of  them  have  difdained  to 
prove  witnefles  to  the  eftefts  of  Magnetlcal  Somnambulifm, 
under  the  pretence  that  it  vt'as  fulHcient  for  them  fuch  a 
phoenomenon  was  contrary  to  thofe  notions  confecrated  in 
phyfic  and  phyfiology  ;  they  have  confidered  thofc  pretended 
marvels  as  mere  chimeras  unworthy  a  ferious  examination. 

There  was  even  a  learned  body  who  went  fo  far  as  to  for- 
Did  their  members  to  entertain  the  leafh  doubt  on  the  fubje£l, 
and  expelled  from  their  fociety  whomfoever  have  given 
themfelves  up  to  the  fludy  of  this  ncv/  doctrine  -j-. 

However,  on  the  other  hand,  Ma^netical  Somnambulifm 
becomes  daily  more  and  more  confiilcnt  ;  a  great  number  of 
people  remarkable  for  their  learning,  probity,  found  judg- 
ment and  fagacity,  certify  beyond  a  doubt  the  reality  of 
Magnetical  Somnambulifm ;  and  that  contrr.diclion  of  re- 
fpeftable  authorities  on  both  fides,  leave  the  public  in  fuf- 
pence,  who,  to  take  a  decifive  part  in  the  conteft,  •  impati- 
ently wait  until  the  matter  is  miore  fully  invefligated.  ' 

The  following  impartial  refleftions  may  ferve  to  fix  the 
opinion  of  impartial  people  on  the  fubjedl  of  Magnetical 
Somnambulifm.  To  treat  this  obje£l  with  the  more  fuccefs, 
I  think  it  is  neceflary  to  divide  the  difculhon  into  three 
parts. 

The  firft  point  to  be  confidered,  is  to  know,  in  .faft,  the 
public  have  been  witnefles  of  phocnomena  of  fome  impor- 
tance, well  deferving  to  excite  their  cufiofity,  and  of  which 
the  caufe  ought  to  be  inveftigated. 

Secondly,  fuppofe  the  efte£ls  fpoken  of  deferved  to  be 
enquired  into,  it  is  proper  to  examine  whether  they  cannot 
reafonably  be  fufpefted  of  artifice. 

'  Laftly,  admitting  it  impofllble  to  find  out  the  artifice,  it 
will  remain  to  examine  whether  they  are  contrary  to  com- 
mon notions  already  received. 

ift.  Are  Magnetical  Somnambulifm  phcenomena  of  fuch 
an  importance  as  to  defer^'e  the  curiofity  of  both  the  public 
and  the  learned  ? 

The  objedt  of  this  queft:ion  is,  I  believe,  very  plain  and 
obvious ;  I  mean  to  fay,  that  previouily  to  our  being  at  the 
trouble  of  examining  whether  Magnetical  Somnambulifm 
be  an  iilufion,  or  reality,  we  muft  eflablifli,  that,  there 

exift, 

+  A  decree  of  the  faculty  of  Paris,  1784,  which  is  the  fame  as  they  - 
did  for  inoculation,  which  is  now  adopted  by  thena. 
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-cxlft,  atleaft:  fcemlngly,  fomc  fmgularities  which  concern 
both  the  pubUc  good  and  the  improvement  of  learning. 

Many  people,  however,  might  have  a  right  to  doubt  it, 
becaufe  they  had  no  occafion  to  know  the  truth  of  the  afler- 
tLon.  They  have  a  right  to  require  to  be  £itisfied,  previ-  ' 
oully  to  the  difcufTion  of  the  two  following  propofitions,  viz. 
«  That  there  are  either  at  Paris,  Dublin,  &c.  in  the  provin- 
"  ces,  or  any  where  elfe  fome  people,  who  being  naturally 
«.  forced  into- a  ftate  of  lleep,  really  offer  the  phoenomena 
"  which  we  are  about  to  examine." 

For  if  it  was  not  certain  that  fuch  a  fcene  Is  not  to  be 
met  with  fomewhere,  it  would  be  a  lofs  of  time  to  enquire 
into  its  principle. 

It  is,  therefore,  a  preliminary  obligation  for  any  body^ 
elfe,  to  eftablifli  well  the  exiftence.of  Magnetical  fiomnam- 
bulifm,  whether  right  or  wrong. 

This  point  was,  for  a  long  time,,  a  matter  of  general ; 
incredulity.    They  plainly  denied  that  there  were  any  fuch  . 
individuals  exifbing  any  where,  and  the  very  difcourfe.held 
on  the  fubje£t,  was  looked  upon  merely  as  a  fable  to  amufe  , 
tlie  public. 

The  firft  writing,  which  treated  of  Magnet-ical  Somnarp- 
bulifls,  was,  if  I  am  not  miftaken,  a  letter  from  Mr.  Cloquet, 
puymafter  of  rents  at  Soiflbns,  wIk),  relatiiig  what  he  had' 
feen  at  Buzanci's  treatment,  by  tlae  Marquis  de  Puyfegur,  r 
infinuated  foniething  which  feemed  to  charafterife  Mague-' 
tical  Somnambulifm. 

Since  that  letter,  a  gentleman,  whofe  candor  is  above  all 
fufpicion,.  has  configned  in  a  writing,  which  is,  in  every, 
refpedl,  interefling,  fevcral  phoenomena  he  had  obferved  in 
Buzocnci's  treatment,  ftill  more  wonderful  than  thofe  which 
Mr.  Cloquet  had  given  a  fl^etch  of.  / 

The  perufal  of  this  performance  having  infpired -foraftf 
people  of  the  firft  rank  with  the  eager  defire  of  being  wit- 
nefles  to  a  like  Somnambulifm,  the  author  of  the  above  found 
an  opportunity  of  gratifying  their  curiofity  at  .Pa,ris,  inj  ?hc. 
winterof  •  1785.  •  ' 

More  than  5000  people  have  been  at  .liberty  to" fee  thofe 
phoenomena  true  or  falfe,  of  which  notice;, was  taken  ibotli 
in  the  national  and  foreign  prints.  Thefe  Somnanibules.un-. 
derwent  repeated  trials,  which  all  met  with  more  or  lefs 
fuccefs. 

Befideg 
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..  JieficJcs  thofe  mentioned,  many  more  were  made  at  Paris^ 
or  in  Ibme  other  provinces.  This  Somnambulifm  example? 
having  induced  the  Magnetifers  to  adhere  to  that  part  of 
iVXagnetifm,  tliey  appHed  themfelves  to  it  with  more  zeal, 
as  it  Teemed  to  be  a  fure  way  towards  a  remedy.  Thus,  the 
concern  of  Magnetifm,  and  that  of  the  patient,  uniting 
both  to  prefcribc  that  mode. of  proceeding,  it  is  become  the 
common  objcdi.of  all  Magnetifers  attempts,  and  in  all 
treatment  they  gloried  in  fliewing  fome  patient  more  or  lefs 
improved.  .  ■  -  '  - 

It  is  evident.. theii.  tliat  'tlier.e  exifts  many  individuals 
ftruckwith  a  feerfiiiig  Somnambulifixi  j  and  I  begin  to  efta- 
bhfh  the  queftion,  in  order  to  proceed  methodically,  after 
fettling  conftant  and  notorious  fa£ls,  which  might  lead  to 
inLillible:  confequcuces.. 

_  I|£  is,  then  certain  .and  indifputable,  tliat  there  lare  pre- 
tended J^omnarhbules,  which  offer  wonderful  phoenomena 
to  the  fpeitators,  as  compenfatlve  gratification  for  excited 
curioCty>, 

;Now,  the  queiUon  i&  to.  Icnc^y.  what  opinion  we  fhould 
forrh  concerning-  thole  Sornnambules  ;  if  it  be  not  a  feigned 
flate,  by  the  means  of  which  they  endeavour  to  impofe  on 
the  credulity      thpfe  whom  they  are  furrounded  by. 

2d.  How  far  a^e. -Miigneticid  Somnambules  to  be  be- 
lieved ?  .... 

Among  the  Soipjjambules  I  am  here  fpeaking  of,  I  dq 
not.  include  thajt  multitude  of  perfons  of  both  fexes  among 
tlije  cprnmon  Y^^o-phj'-iu/jo  are  to  be  f ten  at  fome  iwpojlors^  anc^ 
ruay  reafonably.. be  fufpefted  to  perform  Somnambulifm, 
through  imitation,  or  to  make  themfelves  interefting,  and 
others  who  are  paid  for  it. 

-  \x.  is.  a  misfortunej  conftantly  attending  on  good  tilings, 
ffiat  they  can  never  be  preferved  in  their  native  purity,  nor 
cfcaps  that  mixture  which  malice  or  cupidity  feldom  fail  to 
blend  with  them, 

Thofe  who,  either  through  prejudice  or  interefl,  endea- 
vour to  difplay  the  difcovery,  take  care  to  examine  it  on  that 
fide  only,  which  feems  to  convey  an  idea  of  apparent 
(juackery,  and  never  fail  to  prefent  it  to  the  public  in  that 
Hew,.  . 

.  Kut  thofe  who  Cncerely  wifli  for  information,  pay  biit 
little  regard  to  fuch  a  confideration,  and  throwing  afide. 
(juackery  and  exaggerations,  carefully  penetrate  as  far  as  the 

B  principle 
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principle  itfelf.  Thus,  a  botanift,  defirous  of  procuring 
the  fruit  of  an  Almond  to  be  enabled  to  difcern  its  true 
quality,  is  not  difcouraged  by  the  putrid  flefh.  which  fur- 
tounds  it ;  but  chearfully  lopping  all  naufcovis  fuperfluities, 
he  finds  at  lad  the  fruit  which  is  to  be  the  rule  of  his 
ftudy. 

In  that  manner  fhould  every  unbiafled  man  a(£V,  who 
fincerely  feeks  for  truth,  without  having  intereft  or  defign  to 
deftroy  it. 

.  LetuscontemptUQufly  difregard  thofe  fufpicipus  apparent 
Somnambules,  and  attend  to  tliofe  who,  by  their  civil  cxiftr 
ence,  their  charatfter,  manner,  &c.  are  above  fufpicion  ; 
and  in  whom,  befides  Somnambulifm,  the  fciencc  is  por- 
trayed, and  brought  to  the  higheft  degree  of  perfection. 

I  think  thqfe  ought  to  be  cbofein  among  patients,  in  whom 
Somnambulifm  appears  to  be  in  a  higher  degree  of  perfec- 
tion, and  fuch  a  caution  is,  in  my  opinion,  very  material. 
'  In  fa£l:,  the  more  imperfeG  the  Somnambule  is,  the  eafier 
it  is  to  impofe  5 .  if  he  badly  anfwers  your  figns,  and  follows 
your  motions  in  an  untoward  and  ill  contrived  manner,  he 
apologizes  by  faying  he  is  not,  as  yet,  arrived  to  a  flate  of 
perfefl  Sqrrinambulifm,  and  the  'obfervatpr,  who  really 
conceives  that  fuCh  a  ftate  mull  have  its  degrees,  is  puzzled, 
on  account  of  his  not  knowing  whether  the  bad  fuccefs  he, 
has  experienced  is  to  be  attributed  to  the  untowardnefs  of 
the  Somnambule,  or  the  imperfeftion  of  his  ftate. 

But  when  I  fix  on  a  Somnambule,  recommended  as  a 
p3rfe61:  being,  it  is  evident  that  this  tafk  is  very  painful.  In 
that  cafe,  there  is  neither  excufe  nor  pretence  the  obfcr- 
vator  is  eafy,  and  Somnambulifm  has  a.  trial  to  undergo, 
which  is  to  prove  either  liis  fhame  br'his  triumph. 

Such  perfeft  Somnambyles  have  not  been  wanting  'laft  - 
year  in  France  ;  and  among  thofe  who  have  tried  my  expe- 
riments, there  is  one  with  whom  I  ftaid  more  than  half  an 
hour,  and  who  has  before  me,  pnd  a^  my  pleafure,  executed 
fuch  motions  as  I  prefcribed  him. 

■  Being  at  my  pwn  difpofal,  without  witnefics  and  contra- 
dicElors,  left  nothing  untried  to  difcover  the  fraud,  if  there 
had  been  in  the  cafe ;  but  the  fwiftnefs  of  his  evolutionsj 
the  precifion  of  his.  movements,  a  yaft  number  of  fa£lswhicH 
it  would  be  too  tedious  to  relate,  difconcerted  all  my  .at-r 
tempts.  .  ' 

Many 
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Many  other  experiments,  which  liad  tlieir  intended  effects 
with  regard  to  other  perfe£l  Somnambules,  have  all  given 
me  the  fame  fatisfa<ition. 

There  are  at  Paris,  and  in  the  provinces,  more  than  600 
perfons,  who  are  in  the  fame  predicament. 
•'Therefore,  to  overthrow^  the  confequences  refulting  from 
fuch  experiinents,  there  is  no  other  refource  left,  but  to 
perfevere  in  giving  out  that  it  was  a  deceitful  trick  on  the  part 
of  SomnambuleSi 

But  fuch  a  fuppofition  carries  with  it  the  greateft  difficul- 
ties, and  is  accompanied  by  improbabilities  Hill  more  fliock- 
ing  than  Somnambulifrn  iti'eif. 

To  admit  that  the  phoenomena  in  queflion  are  the  refult 
•f  impofition,  two  things  are  abfolutely  required  : 

I  ft.  Somnambules  mult  have  an  intention  of  deceiving. 

2d.  They  muft  be  endowed  with  an  ;iddrefs  to  do  it. 
But,  we  muft  firft  confefs,  that,  among  thofe  who  have 
already  been  or  are  daily  infpired  with  Somnambulifm,  there 
are  many  above  all  kind  of  fufpicion.  They  are  refpeftable 
women  of  family,  men  of  ftability  and  known  Integrity, 
people  of  a  plain  and  fimple  turn  of  mind,  children,  &c. 
in  whom  we  cannot  rcafonably  fuppofe  to  exift  any  defign 
or  intereft,  to  feign  a  like  fituation. 

Should  tley  be  led  by  any  fatlion,  or  the  intention  of  per- 
forming Animal  Eledricity  and  Magnetifm  with  any  feem- 
ing  reality  ?  But  moft  of  them  have  no  concern  at  all,  as  to 
tlie  fortune  of  Animal  Electricity  and  Magnetifm  j  nay, 
many  of  thenxhad  no  notion  of  it  at  the  moment  they  were 
confirming  Magnetical  lleep. 

Shall  it  be  laid,  that,  it  is  poffible  feme  of  thofe  indivi- 
duals are  encouraged  by  the  partifans  of  Animal  Ele£lricity 
and  Magnetifm,  and  that  they  are  but  a  mere  inftrument  in 
the  hands  of  the  latter  to  favour  the  fuccefs  of  that  fyftem  ? 

But,  for  what  purpofe  fliouid  the  partifims  of  Animal 
Eledb  icity  and  Magnetifm  have  rccourfe  to  fo  capricious  a 
ftratagem  ?  The  fuppofition,  would,  at  the  beft,  be  ad- 
miffible,  if  Somnambulifm  had  originally  been  announced 
as  a  neceflary  efFeft  of  Magnetifm  ;  fo  thf.t  they  muft  have 
been  forced  to  refign  Animal  Elcdtricity  and  Magnetifm, 
bad  they  been  deprived  of  the  refource  tendered  them  by 
Somnambulifm  :  but  the  cafe  is  very  diii'erent. 

Animal  Eiedtricity  and  Magnetifm  was  originally  an- 
nounced without  the  attendance  of  oomnambulifm.  This 

B  2  iingularity 
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Angularity  is  a  hAer  diicovery,  tlie  refult  of  the  habitital 
pradtice  of  Magnel  ifm.  Even  iiow,  there  are  many  Mapne- 
tifers  who  do  not  look  on  Somnambullfm  as  being  -an  efFcii- 
tial  part  of  the  fcience,  but  only  as  an  accefTary  which  may 
indifferently  be  united  to,  or  feparated  from  Magnetifm. 

From  whenee  it  plainly  follows,  that  if  the  partifans  of 
Animal  EleiSlricity  and  Magnetifm  were  in  want  of  a  re- 
fource  to  Im'pofe  oil  tlie  public,  furely  they  mud  have  been 
very  deftitute  of  penetration  to  embrace  fo  ftrange  a 
manoeuvre,  which  carried  with  it  a  prodigious  complication 
of  fprings,  and  hifuperable  difRculties  in  its  execution. 

And,  that  had  it  been  an  artifice,  it  would  have  been 
fufficient  to  deter  eveiry  hbneft  mail' from' entering  or  aflbci- 
ating  with  it.  , .  ,     ;  ; 

They  muft  then,  have  only  dealt  vr'ith,  and  chofen  peo- 
ple of  profligate  inanners,  and  of  the  word  fort,  to  invefl: 
them  with  that  confidence,  at  the  rifkof  feeing  it  betrayed, 
and  made  public  on  the  very  next  day.  That  is  not  all,  tlicy 
muft  have  found  in  thofe  individuals  an  extraordinary  ad- 
drefs  to  z€t  fo  difficult  a  part,  and  deceive  the  experiments 
of  an  enlightened  and  incredulous  people,  at  whofe  tribunal 
appearance  mufh  be  made. 

Had  things  been  thus  tranfa£^ed,  Somnambullfm  could  not 
have  lafted  long,  and  far  from  gaining  credit,  time  would 
foon  have  difcovered  the  illufion  and  deceit,  by  the  difficulty 
of  finding  a£lors  capable  of  perpetrating  the  impofturc. 
But  the  contrary  has  happened  ;  every  day  Somnambulifm 
gets  new  partifans,  and  the  credit  which  it  conftantly  ob-' 
tains,  plainly  contradidls  every  idea  of  deceit. 

Patients  are  daily  feen  in  that  condition,  in  the  very  bofc.m 
of  their  family,  under  the  infpeGion  of  their  nearcft  rela- 
tions, and  thofe  who  are  the  moft  interefted  to  verify  their 
fituation. 

"Who  could  believe  that  fuch  patients,  furrounded  with 
the  very  horrors  of  death  and  moft  painful  fufferings,  could 
diflemble  for  the  fole  intereft  of  Magnetifm  ?  Their  relations, 
fathers,  huftjands,  wives,  children — are  they  then  concerned 
in  the  plot  ? 

Shall  it  be  faid  that  their  illnefs  is  feigned  ?  It  is  another 
fuppofition  no  lefs  admifllble  ;  forbefides  that  it  is  no  ealy 
matter  to  feign  a  malignant  fever,  a  fluxion,  dropfy,  and 
other  difeufes  of  that  kind,  there  a^-e  feme  fo  well  averred 

^  that 
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that  no  man  in  his  fenfes  could  poflibly  doubt  theif  exig- 
ence. 

Another  confideration  may  be  added  here,  that  is,  e\'enin 
fuppofing  that  a  healthy  man  could  long  a£l  the  part  of  a 
fick  man,  or  the  patient  take  upon  himfelf  to  a£l  the  Som- 
nambule  j  and,  that  people  hidden  before  the  curtain,  ihoukl 
■prefide  over  this  mummery,  I  maintain  would  be  impollible 
in  the  execution ;  and  whatever  addrefs  may  be  fuppofed  to 
exift  on  both  fides,  the  deceit  mull  foonbe  difcovered,  arui, 
indeed,  after  a  ffew  moments,  I  would  defy  the  moft  nim- 
ble buffoon,  the  moft  expert  of  all,  and  the  moft  inured  to 
bodily  exercifes,  to  affe£l  Somnambulifm  before  fcientific 
■  perfons,  or  execute  anyfuch  thing  as  is  obferved  among  the 
.Somnambules,  whom  I  am  now  treating  of.    I  defy  any  one 
to  remain  during  eight  or  ten  hours,  having  his  eyes  Ihuf, 
and  his  eyelids  quite  clofe  together,  without  one  eyelid  fe- 
parating  from  the  other  during  that  period  of  time.  Sucli^a 
perfeverance  feems  to  be  much  above  the  reach  of  human 
power  and  patience.  Who  is  the  man  that  could  remain  five 
or  fix  hours  in  a  motionlefs  attitude,  without  fhewing  the 
leaft  fenfation  of  what  paffes  round  him,  inaccefhble  to  every 
'emotion,  and  all  the  fudden  and  unforefeen  fhocks  ofnoife 
which  his  attention  fliall,  at  periods,  be  gratified  with  ? 
Who  is  that  hiftrion,  fubtle  enough  to  imitate,  with  his 
eyes  clofely  fliut,  the  different  figns  whicli  will  be  prefented 
him,  and  defcribe  the  lines  which  will  be  traced  with  ajiill- 
nefs  and  acutenefs,  that  no  interval  (hall  be  found  between 
the  order  and  the  compliance.    A  few  experiments  of  this 
nature  would  be  fufficient  to  difcourage  the  moft  confum- 
mate  Saltimbank,  and  make  him  give  up  his  undertaking 
in  two  hours  time. 

Now,  when  we  fee  the  fame  effe£l:s  conftantly  repeated, 
without  the  leaft  effort,  and  multiplied  in  the  prefence  of  a 
prodigious  number  of  perfons  of  all  fexes,  age,  atu*  rank,  we 
muft  neceffarily  acknowledge  that  they  aft  through  a  natural 
impulfe,  without  any  afhftance  of  art :  for  it  is  well  known 
that  nature  can  eafdy  perfedb  what  is  impoffible  for  art  to 
execute. 

Thus,  phyfical  probabilities  concur  with  moral  ones  to 
eftablilli  the  reality  of  Magnetical  Somnambulifm. — Som- 
nambulifm cannot  be  rejected,  without  fuppofing  it  a  deceit 
too  palpable  to  credit,  and  ij^  whatever  manner  you  a£l,  it 
will  prove  a  phoenomenon,  either  moral  or  phyfical ;  and  I 

confefs 
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-^idnfefstlie  latter  is,  by  far,  eafier  to  be  conceived  than  the 
former  ;  for  a  natural  phosnomenon,  after  all,  is  fufccpti- 
ble  of  an  explanation  j  a»d  the  plot  of  a  deceit,  without  in- 
terefl  and  motive  whatever,  is  no  lefs  complicated  in  its 
execution. 

A  number  of  people  are  to  be  found  over  \yhom  fuch  con- 
fidcrations,  ftriking  as  they  are,  can  never  triumph.  What- 
ever difficulties  may  be  encountered  with,  to  make  thole 
llratagems  fucceed,  they  fuppofe  that  fuch  an  addrefs  takes 
place,  bccaufe  they  fay  in  the  things  hurtful  to  reafon,  the 
authority  of  teftimonies  is  of  no  value. 

That  evident  impoflibility  is  a  kind  of  refentment  on  that 
part  of  the  public  who  have  not  feen  the  phosnomena  in  quef-' 
tion,  and  infpire  thofe  who  have  actually  feen  them,  with 
a  certain  degree  of  diffidence* 

If  a  common  fact,  confident  with  the  ufual  proceedings 
of  nature,  was  only  agitated,  it  is  hi  general  confeffed,  that 
there  would  be  more  proofs  than  requifite  to  eilablifh  its 
credit,  on  bare  words  and  without  having  feen  it.  But  as 
to  a  phoenomenon,  fo  little  confiHient  with  nature,  which  is 
neither  explicable  nor  conceivable,  and  overthrows  all  re- 
ceived notions,  we  are  authorifed  not  only  to  refufe  the  teC^ 
timony  of  others,  but  even  that  of  our  oMm  fenfes.  It  is 
after  fuch  an  abfurdity  that  many  learned  have  been  heard 
to  fav,  "  That  they  would  not  believe  it  if  they  faw  it."  ^ 

Now  then  it  remains  to  confider,  whether  Magnetical 
Somnambulifm,  and  the  feveral  phoenomena  ufualiy  attend- 
ing on  it,  are  as  inconceivable  as  thofe  gentlemen  would 
infinuate. 

Are  Magnetical  Somnambulifms  phoenomena  repugnant 
to  the  order  of  nature  ? 

Phyficians  by  affefting  the  greateft  incredulity  ^  m 
Magnetical  Somnambulifm,  under  the  mere  pretence  that 
fuch  phtenomenon  is  inconceivable,  give  no  fatisfaaory 
account  of  their  dilbelief,  becaufe,  that  the  identical  diffi- 
culty they  attempt  to  condemn,  cannot  withhold  the  viftori- 
ous  teftimonies  which  militate  in  favour  of  Magnetical 
Somnambulifm.. 

The  difficulty  of  conceiving  a  phoenomenon,  by  no  mean 
deflroys  its  reality  ;  we  are  furroundcd  with  a  multitude  of 
natural  marvels,  which  no  one  has  tlic  lead  noubt  about, 
.]inn-h  tliev  are  iucomprehennblc  i  for  it  is  evident  that 
*        '  *  nature 


(    ^5  ) 

nature  has  prefctibed  certain  limits  which  are  inacceffiblc  to 
human  conception. 

But,  perhaps,  fome  will  fay,  "  Frorji  fuch  a  mode  of 
*<  reasoning  It  will  then  follow  that  we  muft  give  credit  to 
**  eyery  abfurdity  we  hear,  and  believe  the  greateft  oddities 
*'  in  the  world  ;  and  thofe  who  will  exa£l:  fuch  a  belief,  (hall 
"  only  have  to  invoke  the  great  power  of  nature,  and  the 
"  immenfe  extent  of  its  refources. 

Tliat  wayofreafoning  would  deprive  arts  of  their  rules, 
'*  and  banifh  principles  from  fciences,  in  order  to  make  room 

for  rafh  aflertions,  &c.  bur  learning,  inftead  of  being 

fufceptible  of  improvement  and  enlargement,  would  fall 
"  again  into  chaos  and  confufion-" 

But  that  objection  is,  by  no  means  applicable;  for  the 
queftion.is  not  to  admit  a  phoenomenon  under  the  finglecon-r 
fidcration  that  nothing  is  impolllble  to  nature  ;  it  is,  on  t]:e 
contrary,  recommended  that  we  fhould  fubmit  to  the  triA 
of  contradiflion,  experience,  and  reafoning  itfelf,  a  fad> 
certified  by  a  multitude  of  perfons  of  every  denomination 
who  have  been  eye  witnelTes  to  the  fame. 

Thus,  till  now,  prefumption  is  flill  in  favour  of  Somnam,- 
bullfm,  fince  being  grounded  on  the  ftrongeft  confidera- 
tions  j  thofe  confiderations  are  neither  overcome  nor  weak- 
ened by  the  pretended  improbability  urged  againft  them. 

But  what  will  then  be  faid,  if  we  w^re  to  clifcover  that 
Magnetical  Somnambulifm  ?  far  from  offering  to  the  learned 
an  inconceivable  phoenomenon,  incompatible  with  allnotion? 
admitted  both  in  phyfic  and  phyfiology  ;"it  is  on  the  contrary, 
a  natural  confequcnce  from  thofe  very  principles,  acceffary 
of  the  common  notions  with  which  it  i?  blended  and  united 
in  a  very  natural  manner  ? 

It  is  what  I  propofe  to  demonftrate,  a-nd  in  order  tp 
proceed  methodically,  I  fliall  firft  fucccffively  examine  the 
two  articles  of  Magnetical  Somnambulifm,  which  have  ex- 
cited the  reclamation  of  the  doctors.  I  ft.  The  facility  of 
putting  a  patient  in  a  ftate  of  Somnambulifm.  2d.  Thfe 
phccnomena  ufually  attending  on  fuch  a  ftate. 

Article^-ift.  The  Somnambulifm^s  coipmjynication  is 
in  the  order  of  the  already  admitted  notions  in  phyfi- 
plogy. 

It  is  fomething  remarkable  to  hear  many  learned  men-  ob- 
ftinately  declare  it  to  be  abfolutely  impoihblc  for  a  p'afienf  to 
be  put  in  a  ftate  cf  Somnambulifm,  by  any  art  whatever, 

when 
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wlien  wc  confitlcr  that  it  is  one  of  the  favourite  maxims  in 
phylic,  tliat  by  the  afliftance  of  art  all  natural  revolutions 
in,ay  be  imitated  in  the  human  body.  It  is  on  that  principle 
that  the  partifans  of  inoculation  chiefly  relied  to  defend  both 
the  practice  and  fuccefs  of  that  proceeding. 

AH  phyficians  agree,  that  the  art  of  inoculation  confifts  in 
preventing  by  a  faclitious  indifpofition  in  an  individual, 
the  real  one  which  nature  would  have  foon  or  late  oc-> 
cafionqd. 

It  is  ftill  according  to  the  fame  maxim,  that  phyficians 
attempt  to  inoculate  many  Icinds.  of  diftempers,  either  tq 
prevent  them,  or  to  make  them  ferve  as  a  counterpoife  tq 
other  difeafes ;  and  now  tlie  art  of  curing  one  difeafc  by 
another,  is  efteenied  in  medicine  as  a  Gompleat  knowledge  of 
phylic. 

,  The  cafe  being  thus,  .and  fince  it  is  acknowledged  that  na- 
ture is  liable  to  imitation,  by  introducing  fuch  or  fuch 
maladies  in  the  human  body,  is  It  fo  fhrange,  fo  inconceiv- 
able, that  Somnambulifm  fliould  alfo  be  tranfmiffible  tlirough 
artificial  means  ? 

-SomnambuliGn  is,  by  phyficians. entitled  a  diicafe  ;  it  is, 
therefore,  in  that  quality  as  in  the  uumb,er  of  thofe  revolu-r 
tions  which  the.  power  of  art  introduces.  To  that  effett  one 
more  ftep  is  to  be  made  in  the  career  of  diftempers,  and  i'uo? 
culation  :  but  fuch  an  extenfion,  far  from  contradicting  the 
principles  of  phyfiolcgy,  only  confcrms  them. 

It  is  expected,  however,  that  phyficians  will  oppofe  this 
fimilitude,  in  eflablifliing  fome  differences  and  diltinflions,  i 
nay,  they  will  perhaps  forget  thcmfelves  fo  far  as  to  t4ke 
Somnambulifm  from  the  number  of  maiadies,  by  difowning 
their  nofologifis  in  this  point. 

,  That  no  pretence  may  be  left.for  fubterfuge^  we  fliail  be 
jntent  on  maladies  and  difeourfe  folely  on  fleep.  ,,  . . . ,.. 

Neither  doctor,  or  natural  philolophers,  have  asyetbe'ejt 
able  to  expls^in  the  caufe  of  fleep,  nor  the  ip.anncr  by  whiel^ 
itis  produced. 

Whatever  has  been  faid  on  the  fubjeft  offers  nothing  but 
mere  conjectures,  the  work  of  imagination  ;  one  thing  onl^ 
is  certain,  that  fleep  comes  on  whenever  the  body  is  in  an^ 
difpoiition  to  produce  it,  and  is  put  in  fuch  a  difpofition  bjf 
the  affiftance  of  art.  Such  if)  the  evkjent  effect  -of  narcotical 
plants,  as  opium,  cockle-weed,  .Sic. 

^  Nowj 
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Now,  if  there  exifts  any  art  whatever  conducive  to  put  the 
body  in  a  difpofition  to  fleep,  it  is  not  furprifing  at  all  that 
Magnetical  proceedings  might  alfo  produce  the  lame  efFe£t. 
Will  they  hy  that  there  is  a  want  of  fnnilitude,  becaufe  in 
Magnetical  proceedings  neither  deco£lions  nor  infufions  are 
employed  to  create  fleep  ?  I  anfwer  that  there  is  no  need  at 
all  to  have  recourfe  either  to  drink,  or  any  drug  whatever, 
to  convert  any  one  into  the  ftate  of  fleep  ;  theXame  effeO:  is 
produced  by  a  pi  al  ti  tude  of  other  means  and  proceedings ; 
and  it  is  even  one  of  the  particular  Angularities  inherent  to 
fleep,  that  it  is  produced  by  an  infinitely  different  number  of 
caufes,  and  which  are  all  contrary  to  each  other.  For  ex- 
ample, if  exceffive  heat  caufes  fleep,  it  is  alfo  the  eff^e£l  of 
cxceffive  cold.  Soldiers  have  been  feen  to  fall  afleep  on  the 
fnow,  and  even  perifh  with  cold  in  that  ftate  of  drowli- 
nefs. 

If  gentle  and  foft  fricftion  invite  to  fleep,  exquifite  fufFer-^ 
ings  a£l  the  fame  ;  which  is  proved  by  the  example  of-  thofe 
wretches,  who  being  put  to  the  torture,  fall  afleep  at  the 
very  moment  of  their  moll  poignant  fufferings.  Others  are 
faid  to  have  yielded  to  fleep  while  lying  on  the  wheel. 

Gemelli  Carreri  relates,  that  when  in  China  he  travelled 
with  a  Tartar,  who,  every  night,  was  obliged,  in  order  to 
procure  fleep,  to  defire  fomebody  to  beat  him  for  a  while  on 
the  belly,  as  they  do  a  drum. 

Hunger  and  the  excels  of  food,  fatigue  and  reft,  and  cool 
and  warm  refrefhments  like  wife  pi'oduce  fleep  j  it  is  alfo  the 
refult  of  the  increafe  or  decreafe  of  the  blood  running  in  the 
brain.  It  is  the  etFe£t  of  bathing  as  well  as  bleeding  :  fever, 
which  caufes  infomnies,  likewife  creates  drowfinefs  j  a  fmall 
difiirence  in  a  dofe  of  M'ine  awakes  or  makes  a  man  fleep. 
It  would  be  an  endlefs  talk  to  fum  up  all  the  various  caufes 
which  induce  man  to  that  ftate  ;  whether  becaufe  thefe 
caufes  produce  themfelves,  or  that  many  diiFerent  combina- 
tions ar6  likewife  capable  of  producing  fleep,  or  becaufe, 
notwithftanding  the  feeming  dilference,  the  refult  is  the 
fame. 

But  in  both  cafes,  one  muft  confefs  that  the  means 
productive  of  fleep  are  infinite,  and  that  we  are  unable  to 
determine  on  their  nature  or  quality..  This  confidcration 
alon-^,  doubtlefs,  fuffices  to  deftroy  the  improbability  of  a 
fleep  arifing  from  Magnetical'feelings. 

Thofe  means,  which  at  firft  fcem  fo  extraordinary,  ap- 

C  pear 
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pear  far  lefs  marvellovis  wlien  compared  witli  others  hiU 
more  (Irange,  concerning  which,  not  a  doubt  can  be  rea- 
fonably  entertained,  fucib  as  thofe  as  have  juft  now  been 
mentioned. 

The  efficacy  of  fimply  touclirngto  create  deep,  feemsbe- 
fules  to  be  a  necefTary  confcquence,- flowing  from  the  general 
law  o{  ilature,  that  has  defigiied  the  fivefenfes  to  fprve  as  an 
jntrodudlion  to  fleep.  If  touching  could  not  produce  it, 
it  would  be  the  only  one  deprived  of  that  faculty. 

Indeed,  if  we  confid-er  but  a  moment  the  four  other 
fenfes,  hearing,  fmeliing,  fight  and  tafte,  we  {[vAl  perceive 
in  ihemzs  many  conductors  to  fleep.  No  one  can  deny  but 
the  car  is  a  very  efhcacious  way  to  fleep  :  the  noife  of  a  mill, 
the  murmur  of  a  river,  the  fpouting  of  waters,  a  lingering 
converfation,  the  monotony  of  the  voice,  a  flow  and  melan- 
choly mufic  organize  the  body,  more  or  lefs  quickly,  in  a 
manner  fit  for  fleep. 

The  fmell  of  aromatical  and  narcotical  plants  occafions  a 
drowfmefs,  and  fome  chymifts  have  in  their  works  given  the 
receipt  of  fomniferous  eflences,  which  criminals  have  often 
abufed. 

Tafte  is  another  Introduclor  to  fleep,  and  medicine  efta- 
bliflies  thofe  means  in  adminiftering  narcotical  phyfics, 
either  to  procure  fleep  to  thofe  who  naturally  want  it,  or  to 
render  patients  infenfiblb  to  painful  operations. 

It  is  to  be  obferved  that  molt  of  the  drugs  productive  of 
that  effeft,  difplay  their  power,  before  they  have  been  de- 
eompofed  in  the  ftomach,  even  before  tliey  are  come  down 
to  it,  merely  by  contraCl  of  the  palate,  or  tongue  •,  which 
plainly  fliews  that  fuch  an  eflt;cl  belongs  to  the  tafte. 

Laftly,  the  fight  is  no  lefs  produftive  of  fleep.  Too  bright 
a' light,  by  inviting  the  eyelids  to  fliut  themfelves,  infenfibly 
encourages  and  caufes  fleep. 

.  It  js  alfo  well  Icnown  how  far  reading  contributes  to  in- 
vite fleep.  Many  people  never  refift  that  impreflTion,  and  even 
they  make,  upon  occafion,  a  fure  refource  of  it. 

And  it  muft  not  be  faid  that  fleep  is  then  the  efled  of 
tedioufnefs,  fince  fleep  is,  for  the  moft  part,  involuntary, 
'and  comes  on  in  the  middle  of  the  interefting  ledtures  we 
could  hear  other  people  deliver,  without  feeling  the  leaft 
propenfity  to  fleep. 

It  is  then,  doubtlefs,  fight,  which  in  that  cafe,  ferves 
as  a  vehicle  to  fleep. 

From 
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From  whence  it  follows,  that  it  is  clearly  proved  that 
Eeep  conies  in  through  five  of  our  fenfes  ;  now  that  obfer- 
vation  naturally  leads  us  to  think  that  touching  is  endowed 
with  the  like  power,  becnufe  the  conftant  uniformity  which 
is  vifible  in  all  nature  does  not  permit  us  to  fuppofe  that 
•fenfc  alone  would  have  been  made  particular  exception  of. 

Moreover,  a  little  refleftion  will  fhew  that  the  -above  fa- 
culty ought  to  belong  to  feeling  more  fpecially  than  any  other 
fenfe.  It  is  agreed,  that,  generally  fpeuking,  there  is  but 
one  fenfe,  which  is  feeling,  and  that  the  other  four  are  only 
a  modification  of  it. 

The  fight,  hearing,  tafie  and  fmelling  produce  no  fenfi> 
tion  in  us  but  through  the  means  of  conta6f.  The  light, 
found,  favours  and  fmell  only  a(ft  upon  us  by  fhaking  the 
nervous  tufts  of  our  organs,  and  fuch  a  flraking  can  never  be: 
obtained  before  they  have  touched  them.  This  iS  an  uncon- 
trovertible truth. 

Feeling,  properly  fo  called,  only  differs  from  other  fenfes 
by  its  great  energy  and  vaft  extent.  The  other  fenfes  occu- 
py but  a  very  narrow  place^  and  are  only  fufceptible  of  a  lo- 
cal imprefiion  ;  but  feeling,  by  experience,  is  fpread  over  all 
the  furface  of  the  body :  and  this  is  fufficient  to  fhew  that 
feeling  ought  to  enjoy,  in  a  fupericr  manner,  the  faculty  of 
opening  a  way  to  fleep  :  for  being  the  chief  fenfe,  and  almoft 
to  fay  the  principal  one,  from  which  the  others  are  derived', 
how  is  it  poffible  to  conceive  it  deprived  of  a  power  which 
the  fubordinate  fenfes  are  endowed  with  ? 

Lafi;ly,  it  is  fo  certain  that  lleep  is  introduced  by  feeling, 
that  the  faculty  prefcribe  opium  taken  in  topic  and  applied 
to  the,  fkin,  which  really  produces  lleep.  The  touching* 
of  an  organized  body  may  then,  without  any  marvel,  occa- 
fion  fleep  and  it  is  the  point  I  want  to  clear  and  anfwer 
fully  the  objeftion  of  improbability.  But,  will  they  fay, 
fuppofing  the  Magnetlfers  to  be  endowed  with  the  power  of 
producing  fleep,  there  is  not  the  like  reafon  to  lead  us  to 
jhink  that  they  cair  likewife  produce  Somnambulifm  ? 

The  anfwer  is  plain  and  obvious. 

C  1  Somnam- 

*  We  may  even  recolletfl  on  that  account  the  manner  of  touching 
made  ufe  of  in  India,  by  which  means  flares  procure  fleep  to  their 
m  iflers  ;  v\hxh  is  ca'ilei  Mfi^^r. 
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Somnambulifm  itfelf  is  nothing  elfe  but  a  mere  modi- 
fication of  fleep.  There  is  no  Somnambulifm  without 
fleep. 

We  might  even  add  that  there  is  no  fleep  without  Som~. 
nambulifm,  and  tliat  every  man  is  born  a  Somnambuie. 

This  propofition,  which  is  apparently  a  paradox,  is  no 
lefs  inconteftable,  provided  too  much  extent  is  not  allowed 
to  the  meaning  of  the  word  Somnambuie.  Perfett  fleep 
is  a  time  of  reft,  during  which,  fenfations  are  reduced  to  a 
ftate  of  concentration,  which  difcovcrs  feemingly  np  other 
fign  of  life  but  refpiration  and.the  motion  of  the  pulfe. 

Imperfe£l  fleep  is  that  in  which  fuch  a  concentration  is  not 
complete,  fq.  that  it  ftill  leaves  fome  accefs  for  the  interior 
difplay  of  organs.  We  feldom  enjoy  the  fprmer  kind  of 
fleep. 

In  a  found  and  natural  fleep,  the  perfon  whofe  mental 
powers  were  abfolutely  in  fufpenfion,  preferves  ftill  a  more 
or  lefs  active  portion  of  watching,  by  the  means  of  which 
clivers  motions  are  performed :  Who  does  not  know  that 
during  our  very  fleep,  the  body  is  agitated  and  combines 
itfelf,  in  order  to  chufe  an  advantageous  ^ofition  ;  tlie  h^nd 
is  continually  afllfting  the  incommoded  parts,  properly 
adjufts  the  bed  clothes^  deftroys  infers,  &c.  All  thefe 
things  doubtlefs  belong  to  the  watch,  and  of  courfe  con  ft  i- 
tute  a  kind  of  Somnambulifm.  For  we  muft  comprehend, 
under  that  denomation,  the  exercife  of  every  motion  what- 
ever occafioned  during  fleep. 

Moft  meacarry  ftill  farther  the  eflefts  of  Somnambulifm, 
fmce  there  are  many  people  who  fpeak  during  their  fleep, 
make  different  geftures,  hold  difcourfes  of  a  confiderablc 
length,  addrefs'thofe  whom  they  think  themfelves  in  con« 
pany  with,  get  out  of  their  beds  and  in  again,  &c. 

So  common  are  fuch  pradices,  that  they  arc  to  be  met 
with  almoft  in  every  houfe. 

Whenever  Somnambulifm  acquires  a  more  extended  pene- 
tration, it  produces  wonderful  things. 

Then  the  fleeper  is  feen  writing,  working,  opening  the 
doors,  lighting  the  fire,  afcending  the  tops  of  houfes,  fwim- 
ining  o^'er  rivers,  currying  horfes,  &c. 

But  you  muft  obierve  that  Somnambulifm  in  this  laft  de- 
cree is  no  new  ftate,  nor  contrary  to  the  nature  of  fleep  ;  it 
is  fmgly  a  reinforced  modification  of  a  ftate  natural  to  man 
and  inherent  to  llecp  -,  which  naturally  leads  us  back  to  the 

following 
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foUov/ing  propofitiou,  "  That  every  llecper  is  in  the  com* 
mencement  of  Somnambulllm  that  whoever  gives  him- 
felf  up  to  lleep  is  in  a  near  ftate  of  Somnambulifm,  which 
is  to  dil'play  itlclf  in  a  more  or  lefs  llriking  manner,  ac- 
cording to  the  phyfical  conftitution  of  the  fieeper,  the  na- 
ture of  his  dlftemper,  and  efpecially  according  to  the  diffe- 
rent caufes  which  have  produced,  preceded,  or  accompa- 
nied his  fleep. 

From  thence  it  is  eafily  conceived  tliat  a  lick  perfon 
ah-eady  inclined,  cither  by  his  conftitution,  or  the  nature 
of  his  difeafe,  to  a  Somnambulifm  in  its  juvenile  flate,  is 
liable  to  receive  with  Magnctical  fleep  a  greater  determina- 
tion towards  Somnarnbulifm. 

Is  fuch  a  (late  ufeful  in  curing  the  difeafe  ?  Such  a  quef- 
tion  is  not  now  to  be  difcufied.  Whether  Somnambulifm 
be  falutary  or  not,  it  is  however  certain,  that  it  is  a  depen- 
dent on  fieep,  introduces  itfelf  with  it,  and  ought  confe- 
quently  to  predominate  more  or  lefs. 

There  are  people  whofe  Magnetical  drowfinefs  is  attend- 
ed by  no  very  ftriking  figns  of  Somnambulifm,  who  are 
only  diowfy,  and  poflefs  a  continual  fomnolency  not  infen- 
fible  to  any  thing  that  may  be  tranfa£led  round  them. 

Others  are  only  drowfy  for  a  fhort  time,  then  awake, 
and  fall  again  into  a  ftate  of  drowfinefs.  The  nuances  are 
infinitely  multiplied  from  the  very  lleepers>  who  difplay 
nothing  but  what  ufually  appears  in  a  comnion  fleep  to 
thofe  who  perform  the  wonderful  things  fo  much  fpoken 
of  in  all  the  world. 

It  is  thpfe  very  marvels  tht^t  remain  to  be  explained :  for 
having  fully  proved  that  Magnctical  proceedings,  or  a  con- 
tacl:  graduate  and  combined  according  to  principles,  cpn  pro- 
duce fleep  and  then  Somnambulifm  j  I  fhall  be  obliged  to 
reduce  Magnetifm  to  that  rule  -yvhich  is  already  known. 
But  the  Animal  Magnetifm's  adverfaries  will  not  fail  to  ob- 
je£l:  that  Magnetical  Somnambulifm  extends  ftill  further, 
by  offering  the  fpe£lacle  of  a  Somnambulifm  of  which  we 
can  have  no  idea,  is  attended  with  phoenomena  never  be- 
fore obferved  in  natural  Somnambulifm. 

Such  is  |he  laft  allegation,  which  ferves  as  a  refuge  to  the 
incredulity  of  thofe  who  never  faw  any  Somnambule,  and 
the  diibelief  of  them  who  had  it  in  their  power  to  fee  and 
be  convinced.  But  it  will,  in  a  moment,  be  deemed  fur- 
prifing,  to  obferve  that  Magnctical  Somnambulifm  has  no- 
thing 
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<hihg'fupenor  to  the  efl-eds  of  natural  Somnambulifm  : 
that,  on  the  contrary  ,t  exadly  agrees  with  the  phoenol 
mena  of  the  latter  late,  which  is  nothing  more  than  a 
mere  difcovery  ;  and  fuch  a  confideration  might  be,  bv 
many  people  looked  on  as  a  victorious  argument  in  favouV 
of  Magnetical  homnambulifm. 

Article  2d.  Magnetical  Somnarnbulifm's  phocnomena, 
far  fram  bemg  mconceivable,  are,  on  the  contrary,  a  necef! 
lary  confequence  of  Somnambulifm. 

According  to  the  virulent  declamations  thrown  cut 
agamft  Magnetical  Somnambulifm,  reprefenring  it  as  a  bafe 
and  deceitful  trick,  unworthy  the  leaft  credit,  it  would  be 
natural  to  fuppofe  that  fuch  Phcenomena  are  without  pre- 
cedents,  and  only  concentered  in  Magnetical  Somnambu- 

Such  is  the  prevalent  opinion  with  the  public,  even 
among  the  fenfible  part,  compofed  of  people  no  lefs  re- 
markable for  their  virtues  than  their  learning  ;  but  who 
not  being  familiar  with  phyfiological  phcenomena,  mull 
necefiarily  have  adopted  that  way  of  thinking. 

Thafe  very  perfons  might,  perhaps,  have  had  a  di/Ferent 
opinion  on  that  matter,  if  it  had  been  in  their  power  to 
tnow  that  .there  exifls  in  nature  a  ftate  abfolutely  the  fame 
as  that  given  out  merely  as  a  feigned  one  ;  and,  that,  the 
lame  phcenomena,  which  are,  in  the  one,  pronounced  to 
be  chimerical,  impoffible  and  inadmifllblc,  are,  in  the 
•other  looked  upon  as  ineonteftable,  and-  "certainly  beyond 
any  manner  of  doubt. 

Such  a  circumftance  makes  a  material  difference  ;  for 
they  only  refufe  to  give  credit  to  the  phcenomena  of  Ma'^l 
iietical  Somnambulifm,  becaufe  reafon  will  hardly  admit 
of  fatls  by  which  it  is  hurt,  and  which  are  grounded  on 
jio  precedents. 

^I^^^*  °^g^t  to  be  given  to  natural  Spmnambu- 
hfm,  the  fame  muft  be  granted  to  Magnetical  Somnambu- 
lifm ;  for.  It  being  proved  that  thofe  phcenomena  really 
exift  with  regard  to  one  of  thefe  two  fpecies  of  Somnani- 
buhfm.  It  would  be  to  contend  for  contradjaion's  fake 
only,  to  deny  the  poffibility  of  their  exillence  in  the  other. 

We  muft  then  necefiarily  know  that  there  exifts  a  ftate 
of  natural  Somnambulifm,  acknowledged  and  awarded  by 
the  faculty,  during  which,  lleepers  execute  things  impof- 
fible  for  any  man  awake  to  perform.  '  ' 

Without 
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Without  entering  into  a  detail  of  the  fingularities  alrea- 
dy obferveJ  on  that  account,  I  fliall  only  mention  the 
phoenomena  perfectly  analogous  to  thofe  oblerved  among 
Magnetical  Somnambules. 

Nothing  is  more  common  than  to  fee  Magnetical  Som- 
nambules walk,  go  towards  other  people,  fpeak  to  them, 
come  back  to  their  places,  take  a  book,  paper,  ink,  i-n  a 
word,  perform  a  prodigious  number  of  things  wliich  fup- 
pOrts  the  idea  of  perfect  reafon  and  fenfe. 

Thus  is  the  public  juftly  incenfed  when  any  one  pre- 
fumes  to  infmuate,  that  fuch  perfons  are  not  in  a  ftate  of 
ileep,  and  that  they  neither  fee  nor  hear  through  tlieir 
ufual  organs. 

Some  of  thofe  Somnambules  having  their  eyes  open, 
the  fpeftators  naturally  thought  they  muft  make  ufe  of 
them,  and  the  faculty  themfelves  have  ridiculed  this  pre- 
tenfion,  "  That  people  could  fee  without  the  ufe  of  their 
"  eyes,  and  having  their  eyeS  open,  could  not  make  ufe  of 
"  them  " 

But,  unhappily  for  them,  fuch  a  pufillanimous  obferva- 
tion  lofes  much  of  its  ftrength,  when  we  confider  that 
even  our  learned  have  confecrated  that  very  truth  in  one 
of  their  books,  calculated  to  teach  pofterity  the  a£lual  ftate 
of  our  knowledge.  Open  the  Encyclopedia,  and  at  the 
word  Somnambule,  you  may  read  literally  thus  : 

"  People  ftruck  with  Somnambulifm,  given  up  to  a 
"  found  Ileep,  walk,  talk,  write  and  perform  many  other 
"  actions  as  if  they  were  awake  ;  nay,  even  fometimes 
*'  with  more  difcernment  and  exactitude and  afterwards, 

"  Some  Somnambules  have  their  eyes  open,  but  do  not 
«  feem  to  make  ufe  of  them." 

The  learned  confequently  (for  Encyclopedia  is  tlielr 
>vork)  are  convinced  plainly  to  believe,  with  Magnetifers, 
that  it  is  poflible  to  fee  without  the  eyes  afliftance,  and  that 
though  the  Somnambule  has  his  eyes  open  /je  does  not  make 
life  of  them. 

Magnetifers  have  often  obfcrved,  that  Magnetical  Som- 
nambulifm difplaycd  in  many  patients  a  wonderful  fubtlety  of 
fight,  fo  far  that  they  difcern  very  delicate  objects  through  a 
bandage,  or  any  other  intermediate  body. 

That  propofition,  has  not  been  more  favourably  r&- 
.ceived. 

Thev 
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They  have  laughed  at  the  ftory  of  a  MAgnetlcal  Somnarri- 
bule,  who  had  written  when  his  eyes  were  covered  with  a 
head-band,  and  correclcd  words,  erafed  letters  to  fubftitutrf 
others,  upon  or  near  them. 

They  faid  fuch  a  thin<^  fhould  be  feen  before  it  was  be- 
lieved and  even  after  having  really  feen  it,  they  fufpe£ted 
the  good  faith  of  the  Somnambule,  fo  extraordinary  thd 
event  appeared. 

But  how  could  they  forget  that  our  learned  had  before- 
hand prepared  us  to  believe  thofe  phoeriomena,  by  pre- 
ienting  them  to  us,  a  neceflary  confequence  from  Som- 
nambulifm  ?  "  If  you  follow  a  Somnambule,"  fays  the  al- 
ready quoted  article,  "  "  it  is  eafy  to  perceive,  that  his 
•«  fleep,  fo  much  alike  when  he  is  awake,  oilers  a  prodi- 
«  glous  number  of  wonderful  things.  Truth  itfelf  becomes 
«  incredible." 

The  author  defpifing  the  exaggerations  often  attending 
on  fuch  ftories,  has  only  referred  "  to  notorious  fads,  of 

which  the  truth  cannot  even  be  fufpe£led." 

It  is  after  fuch  a  preamble,  that  he  relates  the  ftory  of  * 
young  Somnambule,  a  clergyman  dnd  fellow-ftudent  of  the 
Archbifliop  of  Bourdeaux.  That  Prelate  ufed  to  go  every 
night  in  that  Somnambule's  room,  as  foon  as  he  thought 
Jiim  afle<ip.  lie  remarked  in  particular,  that  the  perfon 
got  up,  took  paper,  compofcd  and  wrote  fermons.  When 
he  had  finifhed  a  page,  he  read  it  ovcV,  and  repeated  it 
very  loud  ;  if,  adds  the  author,  that  adion  was  done  with- 
out the  eyes  alMance,  can  it  be  called  reading  ? 

The  fame  clergyman  with  his  eyes  flaut  compoled  mu- 
fic  •,  a  cane  {erxtd  'him  as  a  compafs ;  with  it  he  traced,  at 
an  equal  diftance,  the  live  neceffary  lines,  put  in  their 
Head  the  Key,  Flat,- Sharp,  then  marked  the  notes  M'hich 
he  had  firft  done  all  white;  and  when  he  had  finiflied,  in 
taking  up  again  every  one  of  them,  he  made  them  black, 
fuch  as  Ihould  have  been  fo,  and  wrote  the  words  under. 

It  once  happened  that  he  wrote  them  with  too  large 
charaElei-s,  fo  that  they  were  not  placed  diredly  under  their 
corrcfponding  notes  ;  he  foon  perceived  his  miftake  (with- 
out the  alTiftance  of  his  eyes)  and  in  order  to  mend  it,  he 
erafed  what  he  had  juft  done,  by  palTing  his  hand  oyer, 
and  made  again  lower  that  mufical  line  with  all  pollible 
prcciHon. 
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The  Prelate  to  wliom  we  are.  indebted  for  tliefe  particu- 
lars, having  placed  liimfelf  before  the  Somnambule  to  be 
enabled  to  follow  him  with  more  application,  obferved  a 
very  wonderful  circumftance  :  The  young  clergyman  hav- 
ing put  in  fome  place  of  his  fermon  the.  words,  ihis  divine 
ittfanty  perceived  in  reading  it  over  ."again,  that  thefe  two 
words  made  a  di{;igreeable  dlfibnance,  and  fubllituted  the 
epithet  <7^/i?rfl^/f'  .infl:ead  of  the  word  divine  \  but  tliat  altera- 
tion left  an  imperfeclion  in  the  phrafe,  becaufe  there  was 
.ce  adorable  enfant ;  the  Somnambule  perceiving  the  error, 
very  dcxteroufly  added  a  /  after  ce^  fo  that  it  was  written  cet 
adorable  enfant. 

Whenever  the  Somnambule  read  or  corredled  what  he 
had  written,  betook  care  to  puf  his  fingers  on  the  charac- 
ters that  were  not  yet  dry ;  he  made  a  digreHion  to  avoid 
rubbing  them :  a  caution  he  never  took  when  the  letters 
were  not  wet. 

It  is  to  be  obferved  that  the  Prelate,  in  order  pofitively  - 
to  know  whether  he  made  any  ufe  of  his  e'^es,  had  imagined 
to  put  a  pafe-bcard  under  his  nofe  ;  and  it  was  in  that  pofiti- 
on  he  continued  the  operations  above-mentioned. 

There  are  fa^ls  certified  in .  the "  Encyclopedia  itfelf, 
equally  notorious,  and  above  all  contradidcion  ;  which  is 
no  doubt  fufficient  evidently  to  prove  one  of  tliefe  two 
points,  viz.  That  the  Somnambule  can  fee  v/ithout  the 
ajjijlance  of  his  eyesy  or  that  his.  .fight,  exalted  to  an  incon- 
ceivable degree,  pierces  through  his  eyelids  and  the  opa-  \ 
cous  bodies. 

The  memorials  of  the  Academy  of  Sciences,  arnd  the 
phyficians  works,  contain  a  prodigious  number  of  obferva- 
tions  whicii  plainly  confirm  the.fafts  hinted,  and  others  of 
the  fame  nature.  "When  an  explanation  of  fuch  a  fingulari- 
ty  is  demanded,  they  all  unite,  to  acknowledge  the  weaknefs 
of  our  comprchcnfion,  and  exhort  us  to  admire  what  we 
cannot  underftand.  What.  Encyclopedia  faj's  on  that  ac- 
count well  deferves  to  be  related. 

«  How. 15  it  poffible,"  fays  he,  «  that  a  man  buried  in 
"  a  found  fleep  fhould  hear,  walk,  write,  or  fee  ;  in  a  word, 
«  enjoy  the.  exercife  of  all  his  fenfes,  and  perform  divers 
«  motions  with  exaclnefs  and  precifion  ? 

«  We.-.muft  freely  own  there  exift  many  things,  the 
*'  reafon    of  which  we    are  quite   ignorant  of,  and 

1^  «  which 


(  ) 

"  which  wc  cannot  penetrate  mto,  nature  has  its  myfle- 
*f  ries." 

The  author  of  the  fame  article,  after  having  mentioned 
many  furprifing  fads,;- which  he  aflertSr  as  inconteilable, 
makes  a  judicious  fircafm  againfl  thofe  pretenders  in  point 
of  icarning,  who  believe  nothing  but  what  they  can  account 
for,  and  will  not  for  a  moment  fuppofe,  that  there  are  in 
■  nature  myfteries  impenetrable  to  their  fagacity.  Let  jis 
;now  obferve  the  dangerous  effect  of  prejudice. 

Whenever  the  fame  phocnomena  are  repeated  by  a  Mag- 
nctical  Somn-ambule,  it  is  infinuatcd  thofe  concerned  in 
them  ufe  deceit  and  fraud,  becanfe  fuch  .phosnomena  are 
contrary  to  all  received  notions,  and  have  no  inftance  in 
nature  to  authorifc  a  belief.  But  how  is  it  poffible  to  re- 
concile fuch  a  reclamation  with  the  various  examples  which 
have  juft  now  been  quoted  ? 

One  of  the  chief  objeftions  againfl  Magnetical  Somnam- 
buliiin  is,  becaufe  it  oflers  both  contrad'iclions  and  incovfe- 
qnences  with  that,  pretended  fubtlety  of  both  fenfe  and  feel^ 

^"Vt  has  beeii  obferved  that  thofe  Somnambules,  fo  dif- 
cerning  with  regard  to  certain  ol.jeas,  were  altogether  in- 
fcnfiblc  of  others^  '       '  rr 

For  example,  fuch  a  man  who  dexterouny  crofTes  a  row 
of  chairs  "without  touching  them,  and  writes  or  reads  through 
a  ttalle-board,  fliall  not  fee  whether  there  are  people  round 
hitri  -,  he  will  take  one  thing  for  anotlier,  and  fiiall  not 
pei-ceive  the  fraud  impofcd  on  him. 

^  ^But-natural  Somnambulifo's  example  fully  anfwers  that 
objeaion,  and  the  fuppofed  contradiclion,'  far  from  being- 
an  argument  againil  the  reality  of  Magnetical  Somnambu- 
H{ii^,'better  ellabliflres  its  Veracity,  fmee  it  prefeiits  a  de- 
gree" of-refemblance  more  confident  with  natural  bomnam- 

bul-ifwi:''  •  *•  -       •  i; .'  '  , . 

Thcltatural  Somnambute -of  Encyclopedia  well  law  his 

paper  and  letter  through  a  paite-board,  and  yet  could  not 
fee  :i1^e  very-  perfon  who.  was  .piat-'ed  before  him,  buiily 
empioye'tV  in  examining  his  mo-tidns. 

The  fame  Somnambule  -imagining  he  was  walking  on 
the  border  of  a  river,- thought  he  faw  a  child  failing  into- 
thG^warcT:i-  'immetUately  he  precipitates  himfelf  dn  his  bed, 
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making  the  fame  gc'ftures  as  a  man  fwlmming,  and  after 
having  much  moved  and  fatigued  himfelf,  finding  the  bed 
clothes  in  a  heap,  he  fiippofes  it  the  child,  takes  it  up  with 
one  hand  and  employs  the  other  to  return,  by  fwimming 
■on  fliore  ;  when  he  thinks  himfelf  there,  he  lays  himfelf 
on  the  bed,  and  rattles  his  teetli,  conveying  the  appearance 
of  a  man  quite  wet  and  cold  ;  he  then  aits  the  byftanders 
for  a  glafs  of  brandy  to  warm  him,  and  as  they  were  giv- 
ing him  a  glafs  of  water  he  perceived  the  trick,  and  infill- 
ed on  having  brandy,  which,  as  foon  as  he  has  gotj  he  ea- 
gerly drinks  it,  tleciaring,  at  the  fame  time  that  it  does  him 
good. 

By  that  example  it  is  evident  that  the  Somnambule, 
though  deceived  by  the  fight  and  feeling,  had  his  tafte 
found  and  perfedl:,  fince  he  well  knew  how  to  difceni 
brandy  from  water. 

Such  contradidlions  being  hereditary  to  natural  Somnam- 
bules,  they  fliould  not  be  looked  upon  as  extraordinary  in 
Magnetical  Somnambules,  fince  both  Somnambulifms  are 
derived  from  a  fecret  difpofition  which,  likely,  are  very 
near  the  fame. 

I  had  many  times  an  opportunity  of  feeing  myfelf 
fuch  contradictions,  which  at  firfh  produced  in  me  a  great 
diffidence,  becaufe  I  was  not  then  well  acquainted  with  the 
Angularities  inherent  to  Somnambulifm. 

Two  years  ago  being  at  the  Marquis  of  Puyffgt:r's  I  or- 
dered a  Magnetical  Somnambule,  whom  he  fhewed  me, 
to  take  a  hat  which  was  lying  on  a  table  in  the  clofet,  and 
to  go  and  put  it  on  the  head  of  fome  of  the  company. 

I  did  not  cxprefs  my  command  in  fpeaking,  but  only  by 
fign  in  tracing  the,  line  which  I  gave  him  to  run  over, 
and  at  the  end  of  which  was  the  hat.  The  Somnambule, 
(whofe  eyes  were  covered  with  a  pafte-board)  got  up  from 
his  chair,  follows  the  dire£lion  fhewn  with  my  finger,  ad- 
vances towards  the  table,  and  takes  the  hat  amidlt  many 
other  obje6ls  that  were  on  the  fame  table  ;  but  before  he 
prefented  it  to  the  perfon,  thinks  it  civil  to  brufh  it  •,  and 
though  there  was  no  brufh  on  the  table,  he  makes  tlie  gef- 
ture  of  a  man  who  took  one  j  and  holding  the  hat  with  his 
left  hand,  he  bruflies  it  on  the  three  fides  with  his  right 
liand,  puts  the  imaginary  brufh  on  the  table,  and  carries 
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the  hat,  placing  it  on  the  head  of  the  indicated  perfon. 
Though  that  Somnambule  hud  pcrfccliy  fulfilled  my  inten- 
tion, 1  conceived  feme  diffidence  on  account  of  the  circum- 
ftnnce  of  the  brufli. 

How  could  that  mjin  whofe  fight  and  feeling  were  feem- 
ing  perfedlily  found,  net  perceive  there  was  no  brufh  on  the 
table  !  Hchv  could  he  millaKe  himfcif  fo  far  as  to  think  he 
lii'.d  one  in  his  hand  ? 

From  thence  I  inferred,  that  having  committed  fo  grofs 
and  palpable  a  millake,  he  was  far  from  having  the  feeling 
and  light  as  fubtile  as  they  would  give  to  underftand,  and 
that  there  was  in  the  rcfl  of  his  operations  more  addrefs  tlian 
fair  practice. 

The  Magnetical  Somnambulcs,  whom  I  have  fince  feen, 
have  all  given  me  reafdn  for  the  fame  diffidence,  by  difplay- 
ing  con  traditions  of  the  fame  nature. 

But  how  great  was  my  furprife,  when,  after  having  con- 
fulted  the  works,  memorials,  and  relations  made  on  Som- 
nambulifm,  I  obferved  the  fame  contradictions  in  natural 
Somnambules,  ai7d  that  they  were  alio  an  objecl:  of  great 
aftoniihrnent  to  fpe£lators ;  fo  what  at  firft  fecmed  to  me 
a  motive  of  fufpicion,  became  at  laft  a  new  reafen  to  ground 
my  perfuafion.  "  What  is  inconceivable,"  fays  Pigatiiy 
an  Italian  docT:or,  (fpeaking  of  Somnambules)  *'  is,  that, 

on  certain  occafions  tht-ir  fenfations  are  very  fubtile, 
"  whilfl,  on  others  they  are  very  impenetrable." 

I  faw  in  the  fame  work  an  infinite  number  of  other  Som- 
nambules, which,  after  having  at  nr^  fliewn  a  wonderful 
fubtlety  of  fenfation,  feemed  the  next  moment  to  be  entirely 
deprived  of  them,  by  taking  one  thing  for  another,  and 
confounding  the  objeds  which  could  claim,  no  anabgy  to 
one  another. 

The  molt  aftonifliing  Somnambule  that,  ever  exifted,  is, 
without  a  doubt,  John  Bcptiji  Negretfiy  who  was  both  fol- 
lowed and  clofejy  examined  during  five  fucceflive  nights,  by 
a  vaft  number  of  people.  Mr.  Pigatti,  who  was  prefcnt  at 
thofe  experiments,  has  given  an  exact  and  precife  account 
of  them,  which  is  found  in  the  Journal  Etratiger,  March 
J  7  ^6. 

That  Somnambule,  having  his  eyes  clofcly  fliut,  took 
i>iulTout  of  a  box  prcfcnted  to  him,  came  down  many  large 
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(lairs  without  groping,  hefifation,  or  even  touching,  turn- 
iiig  and  flopping  precifely  where  he  fhould ;  placed  bot- 
tles, and  glaffes  on  a  fmall  pillar  which  was  in  his  way  j 
went  and  came  into  the  different  apartments  without  run- 
ning againfl:  any  thing  ;  flopped  at  doors  which  were  fliut, 
and  opened  them  ;  went  to  draw  water  from  the  v/ell, 
took  out  of  the  buflet  napkins,  towels,  knives,  and  gene- 
rally all  that  was  nccefPary  for  a  table  and  performed  ma- 
ny otlier  things  no  lefs  furprifing,  too  tedious  to  relate, 
but  which  all  fuppofe  an  cxquifite  fubtJety  in  the  fight  and 
feeling. 

Next  to  this,  are  to  be  feen  miftakes,  which  quite  con- 
ti-adi£l  that  perfection  in  the  fenfes.  After  having  looked 
for  a  light,  the  Somnambule  imagines  he  has  a  candle  in 
his  hand  ;  without  perceiving  his  error,  he  thinks  he  holds 
a  candleflick  whilfl  it  is  only  a  bottle  ;  he  helps  himfelf 
with  that  pretended  light  by  carrying  it  along  with  him  ; 
he  draws  near  the  chimney  to  dry  a  wet  towel,  though 
there  is  no  fire  ;  he  falutes  the  ladies  and  gentlemen  in 
whofe  company  he  imagines  himfelf,  whilft  there  is  not  any 
fuch  perfon  as  he  fuppofes  among  thofe  that  furroundhim. 
He  goes  to  the  public-houfe,  thinking  to  be  accompanied 
by  a  comrade,  though  there  is  not  fuch  a  thing  •,  he  pours 
him  fome  drink,  addrelfes  him,  and  drinks  his  health,  with- 
out perceiving  he  is  alone.  When  bufy  in  eating  a  fallad, 
they  take  his  plate  away  to  fubflitute  a  difli  of  cabbages  im- 
bibed with  vinegar  and  cinnamon,  unknown  to  him  :  they 
take  the  lafl  difh  to  ferve  him  with  a  plate  of  raw  fritters, 
and  he  continues  to  e_at ;  they  give  him  water  inflead  of 
wine ;  at  laft  fomebody  jeftingly  rubbing  his  legs  with  a 
cane,  he  takes  it  for  the  beating  of  a  dog  which  he  fup- 
pofes near  him  ;  he  falls  in  a  pafhon  againfl  the  dog,  looks 
for  him,  endeavours  to  beat  him,  goes  and  fetches  a  whip 
to  chaflife  him  :  after  having  returned  with  the  whip,  fome 
of  the  fpe£lators  throw  a  muff  at  him  j  then  imagining  to 
lay  hold  of  the  dog,  he  beats  him  M'ith  violenc. 

There  are  contradidions  to  explain  that  which  flruck 
me  fo  forcibly  in  the  Somnambule  of  the  Marquis  of^ 
Piqfcgtir,  on  account  of  the  imaginary  brufli  he  thought  hq 
lield. 

There  are  an  infinite  number  of  other  examples  which 
might  be  quoted,  and  which  all  tend  fully  to  manifefh  that 
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inequality  of  ft;nfations  and  fenfibility  obferved  in  the  Icvc- 
T.il  Somaafnbules. 

The  Library  of  Medicine,  vol.  x.  p.  477.  mentions  a 
aSomnambule,  who  getting  out  of  his  bed  at  mi;l-uight, 
went  to  a  neighbouring  decayed  houfe,  and  of  v/hich  but 
little  remained,  faving  the  bare  walls  and  fome  pieces  of 
timber. 

The  JSomnambule  mounted  to  the  very  top  of  that  houfe 
and  jumped  from  one  beam  to  another,  thd\igh  there  was 
under  a  profound  abyfs. 

In  the  fame  work  is  related  a  ftory  of  another  Somnam- 
bule,  who,  in  the  night  time  drclTed  himfelf,  put  on  his 
boots  and  fpurs,  and  then  leapt  on  the  border  of  a  window 
five  ftories  high,  which  he  miftook  for  his  horfe,  and  in 
tiiat  pofture  agitated  hirnfelf  with  all  the  geftures  of  a  cava- 
lier who  rides  poll. 

In  tlie  two  lad  inftances,  there  is  an  inexplicable  aflbci- 
ation  of  the  moft  perfe£l:  penetration,  with  the  greatefl 
ftupidity.  How  a  man,  who  had  addrefs  enough  to  climb 
up  the  top  of  a  decayed  houfe,  and  run  on  a  few  weak 
beams,  could  not  perceive  the  profound  abyfs  which  lay 
under  ?  and  how  he,  who  drefled  himfelf  as  a  cavalier,  put 
on  his  boots  and  fpurs,  could  take  the  border  of  a  window 
for  a  horfe  ?  To  explain  thofe  fingularities,  the  principle  of 
Somnambulifm,  and  that  want  of  organization  wliich  at 
that  moment  took  place  in  the  individual,  fliould  be  better 
known. 

That  induces  Mr.  Rehelini^  a  celebrated  Italian  doctor, 
author  of  many  obfervations  on  Somnambulifm,  to  fay^  that 
■we  ought  to  content  ourfelves  with  admiring  the  wonderful 
•effefls  of  that  condition  which  Providence  feems  to  prefent 
to  , the  learned,  in  order  to  confound  them,  and  fliew  the 
■narrow  compafs  of  human  under ftanding. 

The  apparent  immobility  and  infenfibility  of  Magnetical 
Somnambules,  for  whatever  is  faid  or  tranfafted  round 
them,  is  alfo  experienced  in  natural  Somnambules.  He 
whom  I  juft  now  fpoken  of^,  was  quite  infenfible  to  the 
approach  of  a  candle,  which  almoft  burnt  his  eyebrows. 

There  is  likewife  in  the  jnemorials  of  the  Academy  of 
Sciences  for  the  year  1742,  p.  409,  a  difTertation  of  Mr. 
•de  &avage  de  la  Croix  on  tlie  JSonujacibiilifm  of  a  girl  from 
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Montpellier,  exhibiting  a  ilriking  InRance  of  the  like  in- 
fenfibility  : 

«  On  the  5th  of  April,  i^Sl"  fays  the  author,  "when 
*'  I  vifited  the  hofpital  at  ten  o'clock- in  the  morniH^  I  found 
"  the  patient  In  hfd.  ^ 

She  began  to  fpeak  with  a  degree  of  vivacity  and  wit, 

which  flie  never  fliewed  when  out  of  that  firuation  ;  (he 
«  changed  now  and  then  her  difcourfe,  and  feemed  to  ad- 
*'  drefs  many  of  her  friends  who  were  aflembling  round 
"  her  bed  ;  what  fhe  uttered  feemed  to  bear  lome  analogy 
**  with  what  flie  faid  in  her  attack  of  the  preceding  day, 

wherein  having  verbatim  related  an  inftruftion,  in  the 

way  of  a  catechifm,  which  fhe  heard  the  day  before,  fhe 

rpade  fome  moral  and. malicious  applications  to  the  peo- 

pie  of  the  houfe,  whom  fhe  took  care  to  mention  under 
"  jfi6i:itious  names,  accompanying  the  whole  with  geftures 

and  motions  of  her  eyes,  which  fhe  had  opened:  in  a 
»'  word,  with  all  the  circumltances  attending  on  the  ac- 
**  tion.  done  the  day  before ;   and  yet  Ihe  was  in  a  found 

ileep.  It  was  a  very  awarded  circumftance  which  no  on6 
"  doubted ;  but  forefeeing  I  could  never  prefume  to  afcer- 

tain  it,  iinlefs  I  had  previoufly  rendered  fome  formal  ex- 
*'  periments,  I  made  them  on  her  fenfes  and  organs  whilft 
"  fhe  was  in  the  atl  of  fpeaking. 

At  firfl,  as  the  girl  had  her  eyes  open,  I  thought  that 

dilTimuIation,  if  there  was  any  in  the  cafe,  could  not 

withftand  a  flap  on  the  hand,  or  one  given  fuddenly  on 
**  the  face  ;  but  this  repeated  experiment  did  not  cither 
*•  occafion  the  leaft  grimace  or  interrupt  her  difcourfe  :  I 
"  had  recourfe  to  another  experiment,  which  was  to  put 
"  brifkly  my  finger  to  her  eye,  and  to  approach  a  lighted 
*'  wax  candle  near  enough  to  burn  her  eye-brows  ;  but 
**  fhe  did  not  even  twinkle  on  the  occafion. 

"  Secondly,  a  hidden  perfon  made  fuddenly  a  great 
"  noife  in  the  girl's  ear,  and  repeated  it  with  a  ftone  againft 
"  the  bolfler  of  her  bed  :  at  any  other  time  Ihe  would  have 
"  been  trembling  with  fear,  but  then  fhe  appeared  perfedl- 
<*  ly  indifrerent  and  infenfible  to,  what  pafTed. 

"  Thirdly,  I  poured  in  her  eyes  and  mouth  fome  bran- 
<*  dy,  and  I'pirit  of  ammoniac  fait ;  I  even  applied  on  the 
«  horny  tunicle  of  the  eye,  a  feather's  beard,  then  the  end 
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«  of  my  finger,  but  in  vain:  Snuff  blown  up  her  nofe, 
«  pricking  with  pins,  and  fingers  extorted,  had  on  her  the 
"  fame  effedl  as  on  a  mere  machine  ;  Ihe  never  gave  the 
"  leall  fign  of  fentiment." 

The  loth  vol.  of  the  Medicine's  library  contains  a  me- 
morial on  a  feniale  Somnambule,  who  was  infenfible  to  the 
blows  (he  received  with  a  v/hip  on  her  naked  flvoulders ; 
one  day  they  rubbed  her  back  with  honey,  and  in  that  con- 
dition expofed  her  in  the  fun's  meridian  to  the  ftinging  of 
bees,  which  occafioned  a  great  number  of  blifters  on  her 
body,  without  fliewing  the  lead  motion  in  the  world  :  but 
when  flie  awoke,  flie  feemed  to  fuffer  acute  pain  in  the  af- 
fected places,  and  bitterly  complained  of  the  hard  ufage 
and  treanient  (lie  had  met  with. 

Concerning  that  woman,  I  obferved  an  interefting  cir- 
cumftance,  which  is  perfe£lly  conformable  to  what  is  now 
paft  ;  it  is  bccaufe  the  learned  and  other  profeflbrs  of  me- 
dicine declined  to  go  and  verify  the  cafe  of  that  fleepcr, 
under  the  preten/?e  that  fuch  a  ftate  contradi£led  the  noti- 
ons already  received  in  phyfjology. 

The  autlior  of  the  relation  thus  expreffes  himfeli  : 

*'  The  long  ftay  that  woman  made  at  Louvain,  gave 

every  body  an  opportunity  of  feeing  her,  and  fcrupul- 
"  oufly  examining  fo  extraordinary  a  phoenomenon.  The 

ancient  profeffors  ia  that  town  looking  on  the  event  as  a 
*'  fable  and  mere  chimera,  cculd  nbt  take  on  tliemfelves  to 

incrcafc  the  number  of  fpeclators.  It  is  thus,"  continues 
the  author,  "  that  prejudice  fhuts  tlie  eyes  of  men  of  the 

firfl:  merit,  and  hinders  them  from  ftudying  and  applying 
*'  themfelves  to  the  difcovery  of  feveral  things  which  might 

prove  very  beneficial  to  monkind — Laftly,"  fays  the  fame 
author,  "  the  ypung  profeffors  and  other  phyficians  in  the 
"  town,  looking  on  this  phoenomenon  with  an  indifferent 
*<  eye,  fcrioully  enquired  into  the  cafe  of  that  fleeper,  and 
<f  after  a  thorough  inveftigation,  had  e\'ery  reafou  to  be 
"  fully  fatisfied." 

It  will  not  be  amlfs  to  obferve,  that  the  author  of  tiiis 
page  is  "  a  phyfician  of  xht  faculty  at  Paris." 

Such  an  infenfibillty  is  true,  for  the  noife  which  fur- 
rounds  Magnetical  Somnambules  docs  not  extend  to  eve- 
ry kiiid  of  noife,  fince  the  Somnambule  preferves  the  fatui- 
ty 
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ty  of  hearing  thofe  perfons  with  whom  he  is  In  analogy  and 
harmony. 

This  diftinclion  has  been  deemed,  by  many,  a  mere  ex- 
travagance, as  it  is  not  conceivable  how,  in  the  fame  in- 
dividual, a  faculty  could  exift  which  lies  open  only  to  fuch 
a  perfon,  and  open  for  all  others. 

But  that  wonder,  repugnant  to  reafon,  finds  its  analogy 
in  natural  Somnambulifm,  wherein  Somnambules  arc  feen, 
who,  though  deaf  to  thundering  noifes  and  the  voice  of  fe- 
veral  people,  yet  hear  very  well,  and  without  the  leaft  dif- 
ficulty, another  perfon  with  whom  they  keep  an  exclufive 
relation,  fuch  as  patients,  nurfes,  or  others  they  have  more 
fpecially  approached,  as  a  hujhand,  uoife,  or  childre}i.  » 

Thefe  laft  have  not  only  the  faculty  of  making  themfelves 
heard  to  a  natural  Somnambule,  but  even  that  of  making 
him  /peak. 

This  fingularity  is  fo  very  remarkable,  that  many  authors 
complain  that  certain  perfons  avail  themfelves  of  fuch  a 
circumftance  to  catch  the  fecret  of  the  Somnambule.  It  is 
thus  that  begins  the  article  Somnambule  in  Encyclopedia  : 

"  Somnambules  are  frequently  feen,"  fays  that  article, 

who,  in  their  fleep  relate  whatever  happened  to  them  in 
**  the  courfe  of  the  day  ;  fome  anfwcr  the  queflioris  made 

them,  and  hold  very  confiftcnt  difcourfes.  There  are 
*'  perfons  fo  uncandid  as  to  avail  themfelves  of  the  condi- 
"  tion  they  are  in,  "  to  catch  in  fpite  of  them,"  certain 

fecrets  which  it  is  much  their  intereft  to  conceal." 

Obferve  well  thefe  expreihons  "  to  catch  in  fpite  of 
*'  them."  This  plainly  fhews  the  acknowledgment  of  the 
formal"  influence  which  certain  perfons  awake  can  exercife 
over  the  Somnambule. 

But  by  fimilar  means  and  proceedings  can  fuch  a  relation 
take  place  betwixt  the  perfon  awake  and  the  Somnambule  ? 
Magnctifers  pretend,  and  infinuate,  that  the  relation  is 
eftabliflied  by  mere  contafl,  by  touching  the  Somnambule 
in  the  extremities  of  his  fingers  or  pulfe  ;  or  by  touching, 
in  a  like  manner,  any  body  elfe  in  relation  with  him  ;  which 
prefeuts  a  kind  of  refemblance  with  the  loadftone. 

They  have  not  failed  in  exclaiming  againfl  this  aflertion ; 
and  when  experience  has  feemingly  convinced  them  of  the 
truth,  a  deceit  has  been  fufpeclcd  on  the  part  of  tlie  pre- 
tended Somnambulj. 

E  But 
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But  to  what  purpofe  then  have  they  fecourfe  to  that  pre- 
tended reluflance,  to  admit  of  fo  ancient  an  efFed,  and 
long  fince  well  known  in  the  world  ?  A  proverbial  exprefhon 
traces  us  this  opinion  of  old  }  for,  it  is  well  known  that 
mod  proverbs  are  but  fcattered  remains  of  forgotten  truths. 

lint  as  many  pcrfons  might  refufe  fuch  authority,  we 
mull  furnifh  them  with  a  tertimony  given  out  by  the  learn- 
ed themfelves,  and  whicli  fully  evinces  the  eflicacy  of  the 
proceeding  taught  Magnetifers. 

Henry  de  Steers ^  a  Flemifli  phyficlan,  certifies,  that  he 
knew  from  his  infancy  a  Somnambule,  who,  during  his 
lleep,  performed  wonderful  things  j  among  others,  he  re- 
Iates»that  in  the  middle  of  night,  and  during  a  mod  prp- 
found  fleep,  he  went  and  took  his  child  out  of  the  cradle 
where  he  lay,  and  then  walked  over  all  the  houfe,  holding 
the  infant  in  his  arms  :  his  wife,  who  had  accidentally  per- 
ceived this,  afraid  of  the  child,  followed  her  hufband  ftep 
by  ftep,  with  an  intent  of  afliiling  them  if  occafion  requir- 
ed :  or,  as  flie  had  obferved  that,  in  that  fituation  her  huf- 
band anfwered  all  quellions  flic  put  to  him,  and  took  the 
freedom  of  interrogating  him  on  the  moft  fecret  things  fhe 
wanted  to  know. 

The  author  obferves  that  the  hufband  was  in  day-time 
very  circumfpeft  with  his  wife  on  his  perfonal  affairs, 
which  he  affedled  to  conceal  from  her  :  but  being  interro- 
gated by  his  wife,  when  in  a  ftate  of  Somnambulifm,  and 
"  holding  his  child  in  his  aiins,"  then,  faid  the  author,  he 
plainly  anfwered  all  the  queftions  put  to  him  by  his  wife, 
who  followed  him,  and  "  then  had  nothing  concealed 
from  her,"  and  was  often  furprifed  to  hear  her  fpeaking 
of  things  which  he  tlTOught  were  only  known  to  himfelf. 
Vide  Library  of  Medicine,  vol.  x.  p.  463. 

The  teftlmony  of  a  refpectable  author  ferves  firft  to  con- 
firm that  influence  fpoken  of  in  the  Encyclopedia,  which 
lies  in  certain  perfons  to  oblige  the  Somnambule  to  fpeak 
and  declare'  thofe  very'  thing  which  it  was  his  inte- 
"  reft  to  conceal."  It  alfo  confirms- the  pofFibility  of  finding 
out  a  means  to  eftablifh  a  relation  between  the  perfon  who  is 
awake  and  the  Somnambule. 

The  Somnambule  we  were  fpeaking  of,  was  in  no  relation 
with  hiswife,  from  the  moment  he  entered  into  the  ftate  of 

Somnambulifm ; 
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SomnambuJifm  ;  to  ellablHh  a  communication,  it  was  necef- 
fary  he  lliould  have  had  his  child  in  his  anus.  Ladly,  ob- 
ferve,  that  the  circumftance  of  having  his  child  in  his  arms, 
perfe«Slly  anfwers  tlie  proceedlligs  pointed  out  by  the  Mag- 
netifers.  The  child,  placed  in  his  father's  arms,  and  on  the 
other  hand  fupported  by  the  hands  of  a  trembling  mother, 
ellablifhed  a  relation  between  the  hufband  and  wife,  through 
the  communication  and  analogy  he  bore  to  each  of  thenii 

Thus,  that  aftonifliing  marvel,  againft  which  phyfi/ians  P 
have  fo  much  inveighed  as  a  mere  chimera,  a  fable,  a  fraud, 
has,  long  ago,  been  attefted  by  one  of  their  authors,  who 
confirms  in  the  moftprecife  m.anner  what  Magnetifers  had  ad- 
vanced.— It  is  eafy  to  perceive  that  Magnetifers,  by  putting 
themfelves  in  harmony  with  Magnetical  Somnambules,  do 
nothing  elfe  but  -procure  themfelves  that  intimate  analogy, 
of  which  inflances  are  to  be  found  in  natural  Somnambu- 
lifm,  and  into  the  principle  of  which  they  have  negledlcd 
to  enquire. 

As  to  the  faculty  the  Magnetifers  pretend  to  be  endowed 
with,  to  direct  the  Somnambule's  motions,  by  making  him 
go  from  the  right  to  the  left,  forwards  and  backwards,  in 
a  direft  and  circulary  line,  after  the  manner  of  a  loadltone, 
in  the  prefence  of  the  Carupeas,  that  faculty  is  a  necefTary 
confequence  of  what  has  been  faid  before  ;  and  after  having 
admitted  and  aclcnowledged  the  pov/er  "  of  making  a  Som- 
"  nambule  fpeak  againfl  his  will,  and  declare  thofe  very 
«  "  thin^  he  has  a  material  intereft  to  conceal,"  ought  not 
have  any  great  objedlion  to  admit  the  faculty  of  directing 
his  motions. 

An  inftance  quoted  by  Kaau  Boerhaave,  will  afford  an 
idea  of  the  aflonifhing  fubjeflion  which  a  man  is  liable  to 
with  regard  to  another  perfon  with  whom  he  is  in  affinity. 

That  author  fpeaks  of  a  man  who  had  the  whim  quickly 
to  enter  in  affinity  with  all  thofe  whom  he  approached. 

After  a  few  moments,  his  body  acquired  a  lympathetical 
flexibility  which  forced  him  to  imitate,  with  precifion  and 
rapidity,  all  the  motions  he  perceived  in  the  perfon  he  had 
fixed  upon,  as,  "  to  move  his  ,  eyes,  lips,  hands,  arms, 
"  feet,  to  cover  or  uncover  his,  head,  walk,  &c."  and  all 
this  in  fpite  of  himfelf,  and  through  the  influence  of  a  fu- 
perior  force,  which  prompted  his  fympathetical  organs  to 
3cl  with  thofe  of  others. 

E  2  .  It 
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It  was  an  araufement  to  hold  h'la  hands  in  the  prcfcnce 
of  any  o!ie  who  happened  to  make  j^Cilures,  and  then  he 
was  extremely  agitated,  contmually  Itruggling  and  endea- 
vouring to  fet  hirrfelf  at  liberty. 

If  any  kind  of  fenfation  was  required  of  him,  he  was  in 
thofe  moments  conilrained,  and  anfwered  he  had  the  head 
or  heart  ach. 

Boerhaave  adds,  that  in  confequence  of  that  odd  kind  of 
otga^ization,  he  was  obliged  to  go  in  the  ftreet  with  his 
eyes  clofely  fnut,  and  that  he  was  a  very  troublefome  mem- 
ber of  focicty. 

The  example  of  fuch  a  fympathetical  fenfibility  may  fen'c 
to  diminifli  the  improbability,  of  the  affinity  and  relation 
which  Animal  Magnetifm  feems  to  eftablifh  between  the 
patient  and  the  Magnetifer  ;  and  it  is  on  that  account  tliat 
Kaau  Boerhaave  certifies,  that  a  man  can,  by  the  means  of 
fuch  an  affinity  well  eftabliflied,  become  "  a  god  for  another 
*'  man,"  by  making  liim  fubfervient  to  his  will  and  plea-, 
fure.     Sic  hcmo  homhii  Dens  eji. 

We  read  in  the  work  of  the  Marquis  de  Puyfegur,  enti- 
tled, "  Memorials  to  ferve  for  ellablifhing  Animal  Mag- 
*'  netlfm,"  many  obfervations  of  that  nature,  concerning 
the  patients  he  had  put  in  a  llate  of  SomnambuHfm. 

The  very  fir.it  perfon,  whom,  to  his  great  aftonifliment 
he  put  in  tliat  ftate,  was  in  fuch  perfe£t  affinity  with  him, 
that  he  exaclly  followed  all  his  motions,  and  loudly  repeat- 
ed every  air  which  the  Marquis  internally  fang.  " 

That  finguiarity  which  at  lirfb  appeared  incredible,  ac- 
quires (notwithftanding  the  high  charafter  of  the  author)  a 
new  degree  of  authority  from  the  above  related  examples, 
and  the  teftimony  of  the  authors-,  who  have  fpokcn  of  that 
kind  of  fympathetical  influence. 

The  proceedings  made  ufe  of  by  Magnetifers  find  likewife 
their  analogy  and  authority  in  natural  Somnambulifm. 

Mr.  I'igatti  was  ufed  to  put  an  end  to  the  ftate  of  Som- 
nambulifm, by  lightly  palling  the  extremity  of  his  fingers 
over  the.L^>o;nnambule's  eye-lids.  It  is  exa£ily  the  method 
ufed  by  Magnetifers.  We  read  in  the  work  of  the  Marquis 
de  Puyfegur,  that  lie  made,  at  his  pleafure,  a  patient 
change  his  couverfation,  by  deterring  him  from  iad  objecls. 
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and  prefenting  him  with  fome  of  a  more  confollng  na- 
ture. 

"  "VVlien  I  thouglit,"  fays  tlie  author,  that  his  thoughts 
"  ouglit  to  affecl:  him  in  a  difagrfceable  manner,  I  Hopped 
"  him,  and  tried  to  infpire  him  with  agreeable  ones, 
"  which  I  eafily  did,  and  then  faw  him  perfeftly  pleafed, 
"  and  imagining  that  he  either  aimed  at  fome  prize,  or 
"  danced  at  an  entertainment.  I  united  thofe  thoughts  in 
"  him,  and  by  that  means  forced  him  to  move  himfelf  in 
"  his  chair,  as  in  imitation  of  dancing,  &c." 

Thofe  phoenomena  have  been  fufpected,  though  they  arc 
fully  confirmed  by  the  Encyclopedia  in  the  article  of  bom- 
nambule.  , 

The  author  of  that  article,  relating  a  number  of  wonder- 
ful fafls  in  the  Somnambule  mentioned,  continues  thus  : 

"  The  fame  Somnambule  has  furniflied  us  with  a  great 
"  number  of  extraordinary  fa£ls  :  but  thofe  which  I  have 
•*  related  are  fufHcient  to  my  purpofe.  I  fliall  therefore 
*'  only  add,  that  whenever  I  had  a  mind  to  make  him 
"  change  his  difcourfe,  leave  off  fad  and  difagreeable  fub- 
"  je£is,  it  was  fuflicient  to  pafs  a  pen  over  his  lip,  and 
*'  immediately  he  difculTed  quite  different  queftion." 

That  conformity  betwixt  both  recitals,  ferves  to  confirm 
the  one  by  the  other ;  and  if,  -.jfter  that  double  teitimony, 
any  one  is  authorized  to  perfevere  in  his  furprize,  he  is 
ftill  more  fo  to  perfevere  in  his  fufpicions. 

To  conclude,  the  lafb  proof  of  refemblance  between  the 
two  kinds  of  Somnambules  is,  that  of  waking  :  they  both 
entirely  forget  whatever  they  have  either  done  or  faid  dur- 
ing their  fieep. 

I  could,  by  extending  fuch  difcuffion,  account,  for  the 
communication  of  thoughts,  without  the  aaiflance  of  either' 
voice  or  fignsj  it  being  eafy  to  fhew  that  this  fingularity  is 
not  more  diflicult  to  be  underftood  than  the  other  ;  that  it 
has  been  fufpefted  by  ancient  phyfiologifts ;  and  even  men- 
tioned in  modern  works  of  celebrated  phyficians ;  but  I 
think  it  ufelefs  to  expatiate  any  further  on  a  phoKnomenon 
with  which  the  different  minds  fire  not  as  yet  grown  fami- 
liar enough. 

My  objod  is,  by  no  means,  to  write  a  complete  work 
wherein  the  fubjcd:  of  Magnetical  Somnambulifm  fiiould 

be 
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be  fully  difcufled.  I  only  meant  to  elucidate  fome  ideas, 
:ind  to  encourage  judicious  pt^fons  to  inveftigatc  the  matter, 
'excite  their  reIle£tions,  and  provoke  in  them  a  philofophi- 
cal  doubt,  and  laftly,  to  encourage  them  to  contribute, 
by  inveftigation  and  obfe;  vations,  to  refolve  a  problem  no 
lefs  interelling  to  mankind  than  conducive  to  the  im- 
provement of  Sciences. 

In  my  next  I  fliull  give  an  EITay  on  the  Theory  of  Som  - 
nambulifm. 


FINIS, 


